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Featured Event

We would like to start distributing the newsletter 

each month via email in addition to distributing 

printed copies in our building. If you’d like to be 

included on the newsletter distribution list, get us 

your email address, and we’ll keep you posted!

Welcome, New Residents!
Eva Thompson

James Kostka

Worship Services

  Jan. 1: Jeanne Fleck

  Jan. 4: Nancy Michael

  Jan. 5: Carolyn Parker

Jan. 13: James Baudo

Jan. 13: Betty Fulton

Jan. 30: Barb McQuitty   Jan. 2: Ringing in the New Year with Music by Houston  
              Solution (MS) 
  Jan. 6: Monthly Birthday Party with Music by Billy Troy       
              (AL) 
  Jan. 9: Snow Ice Cream Activity (MS)
Jan. 15: Music by Now & Forever Acoustics (AL)
Jan. 16: Reach for the Stars Arts and Crafts Time (MS)
Jan. 21: Fontenelle Forest Presentation on Winter Birds  
              (AL) 

Sundays: St. Patrick’s Rosary/Communion, 9 a.m. 
                (AL & MS)     
     Morning Bible Study, 10 a.m., 10:45 a.m. (MS) 

Daily: Catholic Communion in Mornings (MS)

  Tuesdays: St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, 9:30 a.m.

 Hello, 2020! As we ring 
in the New Year I would like 
to take a moment and thank 
everyone who came to our 
winter open house events. The 
Festival of Trees was filled with 
families, fun and laughter. 
Our Memory Support Holiday 
Open House was filled with the 
sounds of merriment and joy. 

Thank you again to all of you who attended and made 
the events so memorable for our residents. It was our 
pleasure to help create lasting family memories with 
you.   
 With the kick-off of 2020 we are excited to be 
working closer with our residents and their families 
to host more community and family events like the 
winter open houses. We hope you will be able to 
join us and your loved ones at each event. Be sure to 
keep an eye out for all of the announcements for our 
upcoming events.
 May this year be your best year yet! We know 
we are going to make this a great year for Silver Ridge. 
As always, it’s a pleasure to serve you and your family.
With gratitude,
 –Sarah Stoakes, Administrator

“Your success and happiness lies in you. Resolve to keep happy, and your joy  “Your success and happiness lies in you. Resolve to keep happy, and your joy  
and you shall form an invincible host against difficulties.” —Helen Kellerand you shall form an invincible host against difficulties.” —Helen Keller

January Services:
  Jan. 1: Resurrection Lutheran Church, 9:30 a.m.
  Jan. 8: Gretna Baptist Church, 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 15: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 22: Standing Stone Bible Church, 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 29: Gretna United Methodist Church, 9:30 a.m.

Memorial Service
January 17, 10 a.m.

Join us for a memorial service to 
remember those we have lost this 

past year. 

 Happy January! What did you do to celebrate the 
New Year? Hopefully you enjoyed good food and the 
company of friends and family. Almost every country in 
the world celebrates the New Year, and a lot of countries 
have unique traditions for celebrating. Here are some 
interesting traditions, according to worldstrides.com.
 Spain – In Spain, the tradition is to eat a grape 
on each strike of the clock at midnight. The 12 grapes 
represent good luck for each month of the New Year.
 Denmark – The tradition in Denmark is a little bit 
more dramatic. Denmark residents throw old plates and 
glasses against the doors of relatives and friends to ward 
off bad spirits. They also jump off of chairs together to 
“leap” into the New Year with good luck.
 Greece – In Greece, residents hang an onion 
by their front door on New Year’s Eve as a symbol of 
rebirth. Then, on New Year’s Day, parents will wake their 
children up by tapping them on the head with the onion!
 Columbia – On the other side of the world, in 
Columbia, people walk around their block carrying an 
empty suitcase on New Year’s Day, hoping it will lead to a 
year of fun travels.
 Scotland – Scottish residents celebrate the first 
day of the year with the tradition of “first-footing.” 
This means that whoever is the first person to cross the 
threshold of a home in the New Year should carry a gift 
for good luck.
 Do you have your own traditions for celebrating 
the New Year? However you celebrate, it’s a good time 
to reflect on the year prior and look ahead to the great 
times to come. Have a great year!

New Year’s Around the World

Main Dining Room



Cottages HappeningsResidents in Action
 I feel like I say this every year, but this 
past year sure did fly by, especially with all of the 
good times had here at Silver Ridge. The end of 
November was a busy time filled with holiday 
preparations. Fun was had by all at the Festival of 
Trees at the beginning of December. There was 
holiday music, an elf scavenger hunt, amazing 
food and a visit by two very special guests, Santa 
and Mrs. Claus. We had a few festive outings to 
the Tangier Shrine Feztival of Trees, Mormon Trail 
Center’s Gingerbread Festival, Christmas light 
drives and a wonderful lunch at Cracker Barrel. 

Other activities enjoyed by residents included 
making a homemade hand cream and sugar scrub, 
glass fusing ornaments, jewelry making and lots of 
holiday musical performances. 
 I am incredibly happy that 2019 brought me 
to my new position as the recreation director. I feel 
honored to be given the opportunity to create fun 
for all of our residents. So here’s to 2020 and all the 
fun and great memories this new year has in store 
for us. Happy New Year!
–Paige Giittinger, Assisted Living Recreation 
Director

 A happy hello from Stacy! The holiday 
season has come and gone so fast we hardly 
had time to catch our breath. We had so many 
wonderful holiday shows this past month. We 
could sing Christmas hymns every day. We all 
enjoyed hearing the little children’s choir from 
Gretna Elementary School. To see all those 
children singing together brought tears to our 
eyes. I would like to thank the family members for 
coming and making our Holiday Open House so 
special. Boy, did Santa do a good job. It was a lovely 
time of fellowship, and the desserts were very 

tasty. I asked the residents about their New Year’s 
resolutions. We decided as a whole not to lose 
weight or save money like everyone else in America 
seems to declare this time of year, but to play more 
Bingo, pray more and to not be afraid to eat foreign 
foods. 
 This month we are planning to create a lot of 
snowmen crafts, snowflakes decorations and, if we 
can find some clean snow, we’ll make old fashioned 
snow ice cream. Happy New Year!   
–Stacy Neuhaus, Memory Support Recreation 

Director

Jeanne and friends enjoy a sing-a-long.

Margery sings Christmas carols.

Coleen makes a marshmallow 
tree centerpiece.

Janet puts the final touches on the 
tree.

Ann and her friends have a holiday 
celebration. 

Katherine and Norma enjoy music.

Jim plays the accordion.

Margery creates a centerpiece.

Christel meets Santa and Mrs. Claus.

Residents create button pictures for National 
Button Day. 

Residents make homemade hand cream. 

Leola talks to Santa at the 
Festival of Trees.

The Papillion Singing Seniors give a holiday performance. 

Residents play ball.

Residents admire the houses at the 
Gingerbread Festival.


