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  Mother’s Day is a very 
important day for me both 
personally and professionally.  
When I think about my 
mother, I am always thankful 
for her leading me to long-
term care administration. In 
her career, she has served as 
a nurse, Director of Nursing, 

Administrator and Regional Vice President, 
managing 24 long-term care facilities in Nebraska. 
Having her as a mentor and resource has served 
me very well in my career, and to this day I ask 
her for advice in dealing with the challenges of 
this career path. I hope everyone takes a little time 
to do something special with their families and 
celebrate all of the things our mothers have done to 
contribute to our lives.
 With mixed emotions, I’d like to announce 
that I will be leaving Hillcrest Health & Rehab to 
pursue other opportunities. I have really enjoyed 
getting to know each and every one of you through 
my time as your Administrator and will cherish 
all of the wonderful memories made. We have 
an incredible team of compassionate individuals 
that truly enhance lives each day. I especially want 
to thank my leadership team who will ensure a 
smooth transition. Thank you, everyone, for a 
wonderful experience here at Hillcrest! 
Best wishes,
-Aaron Klaasmeyer, Administrator

May Highlights
May 8: Toddler Therapy, 9 a.m. in Windsor
May 8: Entertainer Aaron Shoemaker, 2 p.m. in 
Magnolia Gardens
May 10: Fontenelle Forest, 10 a.m. in Magnolia 
Gardens
May 11: Entertainer Amy Carny, 2 p.m. in the 
Chapel
May 17: Merrymakers’ Tim Jaworski, 2 p.m. in 
the Chapel
May 18: Scatter Joy Acres, 2 p.m. in Magnolia
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Welcome to Magnolia!

Worship Services
Sunday, 10 a.m., Catholic Mass in the Chapel
Monday, 1:30 p.m., Worship with Chaplain Jerry
Tuesday morning, Catholic Communion, 
provided by John DuBay

May 10:  Corrine McKay
May 18:  Birdie Tschida

May 22:  Jackie Schwartz

Featured Event

James Beck, Loyd English, Eldon Stille

Mother’s Day Tea
May 13, 2:30-3:30 p.m., Magnolia Gardens

“For beautiful eyes, look for the good in others; for beautiful 
lips, speak only words of kindness; and for poise, walk with 

the knowledge that you are never alone.”  -Audrey Hepburn

Tea for two and three and more! Please join us for a 
charming afternoon sampling tea flavors and sweet 

treats. Most importantly, let’s shower our moms, wives, 
aunts and sisters with our time, love and memories.

Enjoy outdoor springtime activities
 Spring is a time of awakening and rejuvenation. 
Watching the earth renew itself and bring forth flowers 
and greenery gives us hope. It also gives us a reason to get 
outside! Our loved ones need the chance to experience 
the joy that spring brings, too. The following are some 
springtime activities we can do as a group or as individuals:
1. Fill the bird feeders and feed the birds. 
2. Water plants. Sure, everyone may get wet. But watering 

is rejuvenating. (And clothes can be changed.)  
3. Plant some seeds in pots for a windowsill or patio 

garden. Dill, basil, cilantro, lavender, parsley, mint, 
thyme, oregano, chives, marigolds and pansies are the 
easiest to grow, and many are quite fragrant.

4. Separate the spring bulbs into groups or place the bulbs 
right side up after the planting area has been prepared 
for them.  

5. Help with spring cleaning by emptying out a closet. (Of 
course, you will be the one who puts the items back into 
place. But your loved one can help by putting items to 
be donated into a box or bag.)

6. Go for a walk. It’s good for all of us.  
7. Watch cooking shows and write down recipes. This may 

help to jog your loved one’s memory about an old recipe 
that they used to make, which can be noted for a family 
cookbook.

8. Pull weeds. This is not often seen as fun. But, with some 
singing or a little bit of chit-chatting, it can be enjoyable. 
Pulling weeds allows our aging adults to be out in the 
fresh air. And, when the flowerbeds become weed free, 
it gives them a sense of accomplishment.

9. Deadhead flowers. Deadheading is the process of 
pinching off the spent blooms of flowering plants such 
as marigolds, geraniums, pansies, etc., so that they will 
produce more blooms. 

10. Wash the tops of patio tables and the seats of patio 
chairs. 

 Certainly, we don’t anyone to help with these 
tasks unless they choose to. But by participating in these 
activities, our aging adults may feel better because they are 
contributing. 
-Laurie Simmons, Recreation Leader



A Month in ReviewResidents in Action
 There was no stone left unturned at Hillcrest 
Health & Rehab during the annual Easter Egg 
Hunt. Children and grandchildren of residents, 
patients and team members came together to seek 
out more than 500 candy-stuffed eggs and celebrate 
the holiday with food, drink and prizes. Our own 
Chaplain Jerry Quandt donned the Easter Bunny 
costume to pose for pictures. 
-Laurie Simmons, Recreation Leader

 Move over Picasso, Van Gogh and 
Michelangelo!  The Magnolia Monets have been 
discovered! With paintbrushes in hand, residents 
unleashed their imaginations onto blank canvasses 
to create colorful works of art! The pictures were 
sold during a Hillcrest Alzheimer’s awareness 
fundraiser.
 While winter lingered in Nebraska, several 
residents helped woo spring by working on 

springtime craft projects. Colorful paper was cut 
and manipulated by several residents to create 
beautiful paper flowers.  
 “The happiest girls always have the prettiest 
nails.”  If that quote from Tammy Taylor is true, 
then the ladies of Magnolia have to be some of the 
happiest! Filing and colorfully painting nails is a 
weekly must for our residents.
-Laurie Simmons, Recreation Leader

Volunteer Emily Burns helps Jackie Matsen in creating 
a bouquet of paper spring flowers.

Doris Marshall is inspired by the color yellow as she 
begins painting her picture.

Residents and volunteers crowd around to stuff eggs 
with candy before the hunt.

Recreation Leader Char Johnson poses with bunny  
wannabes Jackie Schwartz and Birdie Tschida.

Jackie Matsen, Jackie Schwartz, Birdie Tschida and Bill 
Zvolanek wear gowns so they are splatter-proof while 
they create their artistic masterpieces. Magnolia residents look on as children hunt for Easter 

eggs in Magnolia Gardens.

Jackie Schwartz and Juanita Arcola show off their newly 
painted nails.

Egg hunters Lucas and Alex Taylor and Connor 
Pedersen surround the Easter Bunny for a picture.

Beth Carey 
works alongside 
a volunteer in 
filling hundreds of 
eggs with candy. 
Many residents 
and volunteers 
worked together 
to stuff eggs at 
the “production 
table” prior to the 
Easter Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, March 24. 


